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History of the Pirates Cave
The cave has been known about, perhaps even famous in the boating and fishing
fraternity for many years. Metal stakes and boating tat is abundant at the base of
the cliff. Agustine Gomez, a super keen local activist, with a boat, first introduce
Rich Mayfield to this feature in 2002. Somewhat inspired but intimidated
by the terrain, they returned a few days later, this time from above in
. the company of a third party, aretired Austrian mountain guide
called Fritz. Mayfield bolted an abseil station and lowered
7% S5 into the hole..

horburn a éﬂ‘l“ﬁe
sour the pair bolted line
2y entering into the Pirates
it ) erkers’ first ascent of Anameria (the
 pirate wit s) is the photo on this page. Paul has
- to made the crag as accessible and safe
by installing rope handrails repairing and
ﬁa gear largely out of his own pocket.
; ,here have almost doubled the number of
~ routes the sea cliffs. But the potential of this crag
is larg untouched. Mayfield is now pursuing Toix
asa DWS site. Thorburn and Lekkerkerker are still ,
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Introduction To Pirates CaveOnfoot follow the path under and past the main cliff. Turn right at the

TheSiera de Toix is theorominent ridge that sticks out into the sea south of Calpe and cairn and follow this path pass a wide gully dropping down slightly, a tier of rock appears
north of Altea. The auth side offers the sea cliff areas of Pirates of the Caribbean and @bove you. Candeladra Del Sol is passed by a prominate large boulder on the right. Follow

Deep Water Solowhich is covered under the Orange House DWS Mini Gilide crags a rough pathwhichzig-zags for a further 250m until you reach the two large holes in a flat
are steep and exposed, with powerful climbing on large tufas and leaning vWaks. area of rock. Take a deep bredibfore you look ogr edge!
protection iseithera i F Ayf Saa aitSSt o0AYy2E0D SELJI)/ai\zy o02tda 2N) aDfdsS Lyée o62fia 2YSUAYSa

spaced butthdallsk NB & FS® 5 2rysiRlibopsF 2 NBES G & 2 dzNJ t

Itis necessary to abse|I into all of these routes usmg a 60m rope, Ieavmg the rope in place
2dzai Ay OlFasS @&2dz OFyQid 3SdG 2dzi A& | 3IA22R
lines in two pitcles, but be sure to clip into some bolts on the way down or you will end
up swimming! The routes are rigged so a 60m sport rope is adequategwhe pitches

are longer than Bm this is mentioned in the text and secondary lower offs are provided.

Approach

From the N332 headingouth from Calpe onorth from Atea. Turn into the Maryvilla.
WARNING: you are not allowed to cross a solid white line, so heading south from Calpe
miss the junction and turn around in a tay a few hundred metres further on.

Once in Maryvillas follow these instructions carefully: Take the first right head up hill for

200m. Take the first right again, very sharp, and drive to the end of the road. Park
considerately as this area does get very busy.
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Pirates of the Caribbean Sector

It is not recommended t@xit from the top of routes the first threénes
unequipped and looseStay in contact with the rope when lowering from
routes 1¢ 3 or you will end up in the sea (even the first lengths). The
extensions can be done on a 60m rope but there is nothing left to spare
TAKE CARE. Or as880m rope

The first lengths of the first three routes all haveiarsitucarabineer clip

this when cleaning the routes; it will stop your rope falling in the sea when
you pull it. If you steal it your ropes will end up in the sea and hopefully
get caught dowrthere as well.

1) Calypso, L1 6¢ 25n; L1+ L2: 7b/c 40m
L1. Overhanging corner on big holds. Start from thread belayinrstu

L2. Hard moves above first belay lead to sustained but easier upper "
Section.FA P Thorburn M Lekkerkerker

2) El Fin Bl Mundo L1 7a+ 25mL1 + L27c 40m
L1. Sustained and strenuous with an unobvious crux. .
L2. A powerful move directly above the first belay followed by big moves :~.
up the sustained tufa dripsa p Thorburn

3)???7?7? L1 7a+ 28; L1 + L2 : ??? 40m
L1.Strenuous but less sustained than its neighbour.

L2 PROJECT, superb powerful and technical climbing up widely spaced tufa -
drips. The finish is on poorer but reinforced rock. Abse  The harp so take great care. All abseils caﬁpg”"

|tj_s recommende.éﬂt _f“ u'leave tbls in place The f?rst of the-.
4) Bosm (L1) L1 6a 22m L27b+22m

L1. Pleasant but exposed climbing up the trigtéte of the cave. If you

want to pull your rope after cleaning the quidkaws, do it from the back
ofi KS OF §S3z GKSy @&2dzNJ NRLIS g2y Qi 13
L2. Climb up right from the belay then pull up left on good holds to a hard
Crux move into a hole. Tleimbing above is sustained but on big holds.
There is both a lower off belay and another fully bolted one over the top

(take care with sharp rock).The bolts are not Inox and a bit rusty. eil rope into somebolts e e
FA R Mayfield not seconded

Is have been mstaﬂed to. aid mavmg around the base of,the éhff*
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50 . Z&Ray Q 7c 20n

Aimb upleftwards from the belay to hard and boulder crdsom the
shallow cave exit left to the big hanging tufa. Continue direct to a tricky
finish.rA P Thaurn

6) Tia Alma 7c 22n

Sart up the first bolts of Boson then pull left to sequency climbing up th
bubbly rod leading to the shallow cave. Exit direct to gain a flake and
Sustainectlimbing abovera p Thaum

?? 22n
PROJECT breakied from the first tufa on Annamria. Inox hanger bolts.

13) Amamaria la Piratacon CojonesL17c 22n L2 6b+ 15m

L1. dmb the small black tufa then move right to a tufa bldhcreasingly
difficult dimbing leads up and slightlgftwards to a belay below the roof
or a lower off just to its right. Inox ring bolts.

L2Climb rightvards from the belay then directly up the wall to the t@he

exit of 14a) Non Inox bolts but still Ok. i# possiblgo link this pitch with

the one before, but it is noéquippedfor lower off.
FA M Lekkerkerker P Thmmrn

7) Murtogg 7a22m;

A steeper start to the belay of @on. Staying on the outside of the aréte,

now fully bolted. . _ _
Marjina Lekkerkerker and Paul Thiourn on the first ascent of Anna Maria

8) Mullroy 7a 22n

A shallow crack/ pocket line upgently leaning wall.

9) Tortuga Approach 7a 22m

The shdow and pocket line up the gently leaning wall. Mdeé at the top

on spaced boltsDon"t pull your ropes from this belay as they will end up in
the sea.

10) Tortuga Island 7c 22n
dimb up to and follow a flake crack leading diagonally left, tricky moves
lead to the left end of a tufa fringe; move right then climb direct past more

14) Off the Ed f the Map8a 40
hard moves to a belay below the roeks mcclure G Parry ) € tage of Ihe Viapaa 4um

Follow Ananarie to the tufa blolthen branch off rightwards up the very
edge of the main caveA crux at half height leads to the tustalactites

follow the lip until it is possible to pull up through a red bulge ( just past a
small bush, ignore the last bolt on the bpthe cave there wasonce a big

jug there). Easier climbing leads to a lower off just below the top, clean the
route in two sections. It is worth carrying prusiks as there is nowhere to
lower to. Inox ring boltSFA P Thaum

11) Captain Barboss L16b 22m; L2 7a+ 4B

L1. Make difficult moves over a small overlap then leftwards to gain and
climb a shallow right facing groov&ake the first belay for Caarbosa

L2 or lowering off. There is a second belay up and left for routeist10

L2. Thirmoves up rightwards on broccoli rock lead to some \gr rock.
From here better climbing on diagonal cracks leads to a junction with
Parle, continue direct until joining Parle to finish. The craeks begreasy

in damp weatherra r Mayfield C Tan
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